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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

Spurious 

"I  Don't  Know  Who  My 
Grandfather  Was..." 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


The  Golden  Book,  February,  1926. 


Lincoln  from  the  Inside 

A    Letter    Written    on    April  ist 

Others  have  been  made  fools  of  by  the  girls,  but  this  can  never  with  truth  be  said  of 
me.  I  most  emphatically,  in  this  instance,  made  a  fool  of  myself.  I  have  now  come  to 
the  conclusion  never  again  to  think  of  marrying,  and  for  this  reason :  I  can  never  be  satisfied 
with  anyone  who  would  be  blockhead  enough  to  have  me.    1838  (20  years  old). 

When  Lincoln  Was  Twenty-Five 
I  am  not  so  young  in  years  as  I  am  in  the  tricks  and  the  trades  of  a  politician;  but, 
live  long  or  die  young,  I  would  rather  die  now,  than,  like  that  gentleman,  change  my  politics, 
and  with  the  change  receive  an  office  worth  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  then  feel 
obliged  to  erect  a  lightning-rod  over  my  house  to  protect  a  guilty  conscience  from  an 
offended  God. 

A     S  E  L  F  -  P  O  R  T  R  A  I  T 

If  any  personal  description  of  me  is  thought  desirable,  it  may  be  said  I  am,  in  height, 
six  feet  four  inches,  nearly;  lean  in  flesh,  weighing  on  an  average  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds;  dark  complexion,  with  coarse  black  hair  and  gray  eyes.  No  other  marks  or 
brands  recollected. 

Another,    During    the    Douglas  Debates 

They  have  seen,  in  his  round,  jolly,  fruitful  face,  post-offices,  land-offices,  marshalships, 
and  cabinet  appointments,  chargeships  and  foreign  missions,  bursting  and  sprouting  out, 
in  wonderful  luxuriance,  ready  to  be  laid  hold  of  by  their  greedy  hands.  ...  On  the 
contrary,  nobody  has  ever  expected  me  to  be  President.  In  my  poor,  lean,  lank  face  nobody 
has  ever  seen  that  any  cabbages  were  sprouting  out. 

On    His    Way    to    the    White  House 

The  man  does  not  five  who  is  more  devoted  to  peace  than  I  am;  there  is  no  one  who 
would  do  more  to  preserve  it;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  the  foot  down  firmly. 

Genealogical 

I  don't  know  who  my  grandfather  was,  and  I  am  much  more  concerned  to  know  what 
his  grandson  will  be. 

To    Major  Ramsay 

My  Dear  Sir: — The  lady  bearer  of  this  says  she  has  two  sons  who  want  to  work. 
Set  them  at  it  if  possible.    Wanting  to  work  is  so  rare  a  want  that  it  should  be  encouraged. 

Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 

To    James    H.    Hackett,    the  Actor 

Some  of  Shakespeare's  plays  I  have  never  read,  while  others  I  have  gone  over  perhaps 
as  frequently  as  any  other  unprofessional  reader.  Among  the  latter  are  Lear,  Richard  III., 
Henry  VIII.,  Hamlet,  and  especially  Macbeth.  I  think  nothing  equals  Macbeth.  It  is 
wonderful. 

Slavery 

I  am  naturally  anti-slavery.  If  slavery  is  not  wrong,  nothing  is  wrong.  I  can  not 
remember  when  I  did  not  so  think  and  feel.  .  .  . 

On    Pardoning    Twenty-nine  Deserters 
Mr.  General,  there  are  already  too  many  weeping  widows  in  the  United  States.  For 
God's  sake  don't  ask  me  to  add  to  the  number,  for  I  won't  do  it. 

A    Reason    for  Living 
I  am  not  afraid  to  die,  and  would  be  more  than  willing.    But  I  have  an  irrepressible 
desire  to  live  till  I  can  be  assured  that  the  world  is  a  little  better  for  my  having  been  in  it. 
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VOICE  OF  HYDE  PARK 

 —  □ 

Feb.  29,  1932. 
Editor,  Hyde  Park  Herald : 

..wuhe,  ¥lde  Park  Herald's  latest 
.  Who  s  Who  in  Hyde  Park"  is  very 
interesting  The  question,  "What  is 
the  function  of  the  Executive  Board 
ol  the  Eugenics  Commission  of  the 
»ri?,lted„ States"  and  Dr.  Mann's  reply, 
Ihe  Commission  attempts  to  popu- 
larize such  biological  facts  as  will 
improve  the  inborn  qualities  of  the 
human  race,"  I  noted  with  especial 
attention— having  been  for  many 
years  an  earnest  student  of  Eugenics. 

Further  along,  however,  in  the  in- 
terview, Dr.  Mann's  reply  to  another 
question  propounded  by  your  report- 
er surprised  me  into  saying  to  my- 
seli.  Dr.  Mann  seems  to  discard  his 
first  statement,  or  at  any  rate  lessens 
its  significance,  in  saying,  "It  is  in- 
hnitely  more  important  that  a  child 
be  prepared  to  grow  up  in  life  mak- 
ing normal  adjustments  easily  and 
naturally,  than  to  know  who  Abra- 
ham's grandfather  was."  Did.  Dr 
Mann  have  in  mind  Abraham  Lin- 
coln s  grandfather  or  a  more  ancient 
Abraham's  grandfather?  It  doesn't 
matter  which  one.  Eugenics  has 
taught  me  that  an  ancestor  is  a  very 
important  and  vital  biological  factor 
and  governs  the  ability  (or  disabil- 
ity) ol  the  individual  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  life. 

Abraham  Lincoln  recognized  the 
law  of  Eugenics.  He  was  forever  try- 
fnfu  discover  his  unknown  grand- 
father: Believing  that  "Mixed  with 
the  darkness  of  his  mother's  birth 
must  have  been  the  fact  that  no  com- 
mon man  had  given  him  his  char- 
-  acter. 

Abraham  Lincoln  believed  and  said 
he  willT/  dlsco/er  my  grandfather 
tleman  A  *ultured,  Vidian  gen- 
tleman     A  near  relative  of  Abra- 

"rnl^lnC°inuSaid  to  me>  years  ago, 
I  reckon  Abe  wus  mor'n  half  right 
We  all  knowed  he  wusn't  like  the 
balance  of  us  nohow"  and  finished 
by  asking  me,  "Do  you  reckon  it 
makes  any  difference  who  afeSev'l 
grandfather  is?"  iers 

Will  Dr.  Mann,  so  learned  * 
scholar,  kindly  pardon  my  'pJesump! 

Yours  very  truly,  ■{ 

Eleanor  Gridley, 
  5844  Harper  ave. 
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DID  LINCOLN  SAY  IT? 


One  of  the  most  certain  proofs  of  the  immor- 
tality of  a  man  is  the  tendency  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  the  epigrams  he  used.  The  anthol- 
ogy of  Lincoln's  pointed  sayings,  approaches  in 
wisdom,  the  proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  they  have 
contributed  immeasurably  to  the  fame  of  the 
prairie  philosopher.  It  is  not  known,  generally, 
that  the  writings  and  printed  speeches  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  in  total  wordage  exceed  the  complete 
works  of  Shakespeare. 

Another  element  which  confirms  the  eternal 
fame  of  a  man  is  the  tendency  to  put  in  his  month, 
as  it  were,  words  presenting  some  certain  phi- 
losophy of  life  which  the  ghost  writer  desires  to 
advance.  We  are  now  in  that  stage  of  the  Lincoln 
apotheosis  when  a  great  mass  of  spurious  quota- 
tions are  being  credited  to  Lincoln  which  he  never 
recited. 

The  first  Lincoln  token  which  the  editor  of 
Lincoln  Lore  can  remember  receiving,  and  which 
he  now  cherishes  with  much  satisfaction,  is  a 
motto  post  card  sent  to  him  while  in  college  by  his 
mother.  This  is  the  epigram  on  the  card : 

Success 
By  Abraham  Lincoln 
To  a  Young  Man 

"There  is  no  success  save  it  be  self -wrought — 
Your  employer  will  generally  reward  those  who 
generously  labor  for  him— Those  who  are  kind, 
charitable  and  just  will  inspire  a  return  of  love 
and  gratitude— It  is  a  fact  that  'Like  begets  like,' 
and  that  if  we  desire  from  our  fellows  the  rewards 
of  the  world,  sacrifices  must  be  made,  or  we  shall 
neither  merit  nor  receive  them." 
Copyrighted  by  R.  L.  Welles,  1907. 

Apparently  the  quotation  is  spurious  and 
while  Lincoln's  famous  statement  on  the  same 
subject — "Success  does  not  so  much  depend  on 
external  help  as  on  self  reliance" — is  quite  famil- 
iar, the  origin  of  the  postal  motto,  if  it  be  gen- 
uine, through  all  these  years  has  remained  un- 
identified. 

There  is  still  another  classification  of  remarks 
credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln  which  are  nothing 
more  or  less  than  propaganda,  and  these  appear 
periodically  when  any  important  political  or  social 
question  is  discussed.  The  latest  contribution  in 
this  field  is  a  quotation  about  Lincoln's  attitude 
toward  labor,  which  seems  to  have  been  coined  for 
the  present  labor  and  management  controversy. 

From  four  widely  separated  sources  there  has 
come  to  the  Foundation,  queries  about  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  following  statement,  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"All  that  serves  labor  serves  the  Nation.  All 
that  harms  labor  is  treason  to  America.  No  line 


can  be  drawn  between  these  two.  If  any  man  tells 
you  he  loves  America,  yet  hates  labor,  he  is  a  liar. 
If  any  man  tells  you  he  trusts  America,  yet  fears 
labor,  he  is  a  fool.  There  is  no  America  without 
labor,  and  to  fleece  the  one  is  to  rob  the  other." 

The  earliest  record  of  this  quotation,  thus  far 
traced,  appeared  in  The  Country  Parson,  a  Geor- 
gia paper  and  according  to  the  contributor  the 
words  were  spoken  by  Lincoln  on  October  1, 1854. 

A  query  about  the  authenticity  of  this  quota- 
tion was  sent  to  American  Notes  and  Queries,  by 
George  Seldes,  in  his  memorandum  appearing  in 
the  October  1842  issue  of  that  publication. 

The  quotation  is  often  found  in  an  abbreviated 
form  with  these  two  sentences  omitted,  "No  line 
can  be  drawn  between  these  two,"  and  the  con- 
cluding phrase,  "and  to  fleece  the  one  is  to  rob  the 
other."  The  word  "helps,"  used  twice  in  the  first 
sentence,  seems  to  be  interchangeable  with 
"serves." 

October  1,  1854,  came  on  a  Sunday,  and  there 
is  no  record  of  any  speech  Lincoln  made  on  that 
day.  It  is  likely  he  was  in  Springfield  or  en  route 
to  Springfield  from  Metamora,  111.  The  state 
fair  was  about  to  open  in  the  capital  city  and  on 
Tuesday  Lincoln  was  in  attendance. 

While  Lincoln  held  both  labor  and  capital  as 
invaluable  to  the  American  system,  it  is  rather 
doubtful  if  he  used  such  expressions  as  "liars" 
and  "fools,"  in  referring  to  classes  or  groups  of 
citizens. 

While  we  are  on  the  question  of  spurious  Lin- 
coln writings,  perhaps  some  of  the  readers  of 
Lincoln  Lore  would  be  willing  to  submit  chapter 
and  verse  for  the  following  alleged  quotations  by 
the  Emancipator,  all  of  which  appear  in  print  and 
some  of  them  in  conspicuous  places. 


"Teach  economy.  That  is  one  of  the  first  and 
highest  virtues.  It  begins  with  saving  money." 


"The  next  fight  will  be  between  Capital  and 
Labor,  and  Labor  would  have  to  carry  the  yoke." 


"I  don't  know  who  my  grandfather  was,  and  I 
am  much  more  concerned  to  know  what  his  grand- 
son will  be."  \Ko^eUrv^  H  &h 


"I  believe  a  man  should  be  proud  of  the  city  in 
which  he  lives,  and  that  he  should  so  live  that  his 
city  will  be  proud  that  he  lives  in  it." 


"If  ever  this  free  people — if  this  government 
itself  is  ever  utterly  demoralized,  it  will  come 
from  this  incessant  human  wriggle  and  struggle 
for  office,  which  is  but  a  way  to  live  without 
work."  VM' "!>  y  Jul 
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